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PO BOX  903   

CAPALABA  QLD  4157 

ABN: 722 584 016 72 

http://www.rasdeg.org.au/ 

RASDEG   Committee 

Executive Positions 

President: Tirrion Cox 

tirrion.cox@suncorp.com.au 

Vice President:  Jan  Sturgess 

janicea@bigpond.net.au  

Secretary:  Yvette Vlies 

ymv@iinet.com.au 

Treasurer  : Simone Ousby 

Cranegirl68@hotmail.com  

Ancillary Positions 

Newsletter Editor 

Kerrie Johnstone 

Kjohnstone1806@gmail.com 

Membership/Gold Club Co-ordinator 

Helen Kolodko 

Judges Co-ordinator 

Sponsorship Co-ordinators 

Olivia Robertson 

Results Co-ordinator & Web Master 

Hannah Phillips 

 

 

Redlands and Southern Districts Equestrian Group 

Newsletter  March 2013 

Hi everyone, 

Well the weather certainly cleared for our first 

members day even though it was a bit humid, both 

horse and rider seemed to be enjoying getting out after 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŜǘ 

in again! A big thank you to Simone for running the 

day, remember we still need a few more days filled for 

people to organise. 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ 5ǊŜǎǎŀƎŜ Ϫ 5ƻƻƳōŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 

nice to see that we have quite a few members riding or 

helping on the day, however if you not, come and have 

a day out and have some nibblies, watch some 

ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ 

great day out! 

I would like to welcome all of our new members this 

year and a welcome back to all our existing members. 

LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀ night together for 

dinner and drinks so everyone can meet and have a 

ŎƘŀǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ ŀǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Řŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 

to meet so it would to nice to meet at a social event 

and get to know each other, so watch this space for a 

date! 

Happy (wet!) riding 

Tirrion 

 

 

 

http://www.rasdeg.org.au/
mailto:tirrion.cox@suncorp.com.au
mailto:janicea@bigpond.net.au
mailto:Cranegirl68@hotmail.com
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NEWS FLASH!!  

The date for the QSEC has had to be 

changed. It will now be held on  

Sunday 28 April,  

therefore May 26th will become a 

normal Members Day.   Entry Forms  

www.rasdeg.org.au  

We will also look to have a Talk to the 

Judge event on the 14th if we can get 

someone to run it  

All new tests in 2014  

The Novice tests change will include  

Where you can  cho ose to either  

rise or sit trot.  

 

Few more spots left for the Gary Lung 

Clinic  

Club Shirts -  $30  

Doomben shirts -  $15  

Saddle Cloths -  $65  

 

 Keep checking our W eb Site for all the 

current information about events, and 

news bulletins .  We also have a 

Facebook Page:  

w ww.rasdeg.org.au  

http://www.rasdeg.org.au/
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RIDER PROFILE ς MELANIE WYETH 

Name- Melanie Wyeth 

Resides - Mt Cotton 

Occupation -  Dressage rider/trainer 

Horses - Gym Beam, Kinnordy Guidditch 

Swingtime Cazoo 

How long i've been riding - 18 years 

Favourite Discipline- Dressage 

Favourite horse- It would be Jimminy 

(Kinnordy Guidditch )He can be very 

frustrating but i do have a soft spot for him. 

Gilbert (Gym Beam) would easily be the 

best natured horse i have owned. 

Best achievement- Owning my horse 

business 

Favourite food- Mexican 

Favourite movie - The Hangover 

Ambitions - To keep improving my riding 

and see how far I can go. 

Most admired person- Hubertus Schmidt 
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YOUR HENDRA VIRUS VACCINE QUESTIONS 

ANSWERED 

Dr Nathan Anthony BVSc (Hons) MANZCVS 

Nathan is a member of the Australian 

Veterinary Association HeV Task Force, sits on 

the Pfizer Animal Health Infectious Disease 

Advisory Board , and is the Principal of 

WestVETS Equine Hospital & Reproduction 

Centre. 

Equivac® HeV is a new vaccine recommended 

for use in horses that is effective against the 

deadly Hendra Virus (HeV). The vaccine was 

launched at the beginning of November 2012 

and it is now available nationwide through 

accredited Veterinarians. 

Equivac® HeV interrupts the cycle of HeV 

transmission from the flying fox to the horse 

and also from the horse to human. Equivac® 

HeV has great benefits for horse welfare and 

for human health. The risk of HeV in horses has 

to date been managed through increased 

hygiene and cleaning practices and various 

recommendations around paddock 

management. Horse feed and water troughs 

that are beneath trees should be moved under 

shelter to avoid possible contamination by 

flying fox fluids. Restricting horse access under 

trees where flying foxes are known to roost, 

stabling at night, and quarantining sick horses 

is also recommended. Unfortunately, HeV has 

still claimed the lives of horses despite these 

sound management practices being adopted. 

To date there have been about 80 known HeV 

horse fatalities with more than 30 of these 

deaths recorded in 2011 and 2012. Equivac® 

HeV vaccination is now recommended in 

conjunction with hygiene and paddock 

management to provide a more robust barrier 

to the fatal consequences of HeV infection. 

Human HeV disease risk is currently managed 

through increased hand hygiene and 

ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΩ ōƭƻƻŘΣ ƴŀǎŀƭ 

discharge and other body fluids at all times. 

There have been seven confirmed cases of HeV 

infections in humans, with fatality in four of 

these people. Although Veterinarians treating 

sick horses are at the greatest risk of being 

exposed to the virus, infection risk also exists 

for horse owners, their families, and staff that 

may be in contact with a HeV infected horse. 

Equivac® HeV vaccination affords humans 

greater protection against the risk of HeV 

infection by blocking transmission of HeV from 

the horse to human. Equivac® HeV vaccination 

is the most effective tool that the horse 

industry has been provided with in the fight 

against the deadly HeV. The decision to 

vaccinate requires careful consideration of the 

risk that HeV poses to your horses and to the 

people who own and care for them. In order to 

make an informed decision you also should 

consider the available information known 

about Equivac® HeV vaccination. Your 

Veterinarian is the best person to guide you 

through the decision making process. Below 

are some of the most frequently asked 

questions and answers about Equivac® HeV 

vaccination of horses. EVA is a Special Interest 

Group of the Australian Veterinary Association 

Ltd What is the Equivac® HeV Vaccine? 

Equivac® HeV vaccine is a 1ml vaccine that aids 

in the protection of HeV disease in healthy 

horses from 4 months of age. Horses will 

initially be vaccinated with 2 doses, 21 days 

apart, with the onset of immunity occurring 21 

days after the second dose. The vaccine 

contains a non-infectious protein component 

of the virus.  

How does the vaccine work? 

The vaccine stimulates the production of 

protective antibodies. If the horse is 

subsequently exposed to HeV, the antibodies 

will bind the viral particles preventing them 

from establishing active infection in the horse. 

The viral particles bound to the antibody are 
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then further eliminated by the immune 

system. 

How effective is the vaccine? 

Initial trials have shown complete protection 

when vaccinated horses were exposed to a 

lethal dose of HeV. All vaccinated horses were 

protected from disease and there was no 

evidence that infection had been established 

or that virus was shed from these horses. The 

trials show that the vaccine will be extremely 

effective in the prevention of HeV disease in 

horses and in the prevention of HeV 

transmission from horse to horse and from 

horse to human. 

How does HeV vaccination of horses protect 

human life? 

The only recognised pathway of transmission 

of HeV to people is from contact with infected 

horses. Vaccination of horses will therefore 

provide protection to people by interrupting 

HeV transmission from flying foxes to horses, 

and then to humans. However, widespread 

uptake of vaccine would be necessary for 

Equivac® HeV to have a significant impact on 

human health. 

Is the vaccine safe to use? 

Yes. Safety studies have been conducted in 

horses greater than 4 months of age, and these 

studies showed no significant adverse 

reactions associated with the use of Equivac® 

HeV. Minor side effects that have been 

reported include small injection site reactions 

(lumps) that are not painful and that persist for 

only a few days. Field data from the first 8000 

horses vaccinated indicates that only 0.2% of 

doses resulted in minor side effects following 

administration.  

 

 

Can the vaccine cause HeV infection? 

No. Equivac® HeV is not a live vaccine and it 

cannot cause clinical disease. Live virus is not 

used at any stage in the production of the 

vaccine. Equivac® HeV is known as a άǎǳōǳƴƛǘέ 

ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ άǎǳōǳƴƛǘέ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ 

horses include Equivac® Strangles vaccines. 

Can other vaccines be given at the same time? 

There has been no safety work done looking at 

concurrent use of Equivac® HeV and Equivac® 

Tetanus/Stangles. This will be looked at in the 

future. It is however not expected that 

concurrent use of different vaccines would 

reduce the effectiveness of each vaccine 

component. The concurrent use of different 

vaccines may increase the chance of vaccine 

reactions such as minor swelling, pain and 

fever. 

Can I vaccinate my foal? 

Yes. Foals can be vaccinated from 4 months of 

age with 2 doses 21 days apart. Thoroughbred 

foals to be registered with the ASB must only 

be microchipped with an ASB assigned 

microchip.  

Is the vaccine safe to use in pregnant 

broodmares? 

There is no safety data available supporting the 

use of Equivac® HeV in pregnant mares, and 

consequently there are no associated label 

recommendations. The safety trials will take 

some time to complete and the data is not 

expected until 2014. For this reason, owners 

and veterinarians may choose to not vaccinate 

breeding stock. Many Veterinarians and 

scientists do not expect that this vaccine will 

be problematic for use in breeding animals, as 

other subunit vaccines such as Equivac® 

Strangles vaccines are safely 
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used in pregnant mares. However, the safety 

study data will be necessary to verify this prior 

to a label recommendation in breeding 

animals. The decision to vaccinate pregnant 

mares at this early stage should be made on 

the balance of risk of HeV infection against the 

risk of possible vaccine related side effects on a 

pregnancy. Pregnant mares are currently being 

vaccinated in high-risk areas of Qld and any 

adverse reactions on pregnancy will be 

notified. This anecdotal information will be 

provided to Veterinarians. Some owners and 

Veterinarians may choose to vaccinate brood 

mares immediately after foaling. 

Can vŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ 

suitability for export? 

Yes it can, but only for export to certain regions 

such as Hong Kong, China, Singapore, Malaysia, 

Indonesia and the UAE. Currently export to 

Great Britain, Europe and America would not be 

compromised by vaccination. Each country of 

export will have their own specific import 

quarantine requirements. If a horse is a 

candidate for export in the short to medium 

term then the exact requirements should be 

ascertained through communication with 

Commonwealth DAFF and through international 

horse shipping companies prior to administering 

Equivac® HeV. Vaccination will result in 

antibodies that can be detected in a blood test 

precluding export to certain regions. A blood 

test that can distinguish vaccinated from natural 

HeV antibodies (DIVA), could be used in the 

future to enable vaccinated horses to be 

exported. Alternatively, it is likely that some 

regions will implement policy that requires 

vaccination as a condition of quarantine prior to 

export.   

Can vaccination have an adverse effect on 

performance? 

This is very unlikely given how safe the vaccine is 

and the reporting of only minor vaccine 

reactions to date. However, in line with other 

vaccination recommendations, it is wise to avoid 

administering Equivac® HeV within 3 days of 

competition in case transient minor pain 

develops at the injection site.  

How is the vaccine administered? 

The vaccine may only be administered by an 

accredited Veterinarian via intramuscular 

injection into the side of the neck. Two 1ml 

doses are given at an interval of three weeks. 

How many doses are required in the initial 

course? 

A primary then a secondary dose exactly 21 

days later are required to complete a course. It 

is condition of the APVMA permit that the 

second dose is given exactly 21 days later, 

without exception. Periodic boosters will then 

be required. Why the strict requirement 

around 21 intervals between the primary and 

secondary dose? This is a requirement of 

permit, and it is based on the clinical trials to 

date. As more data comes to hand this precise 

requirement may become softened. Currently 

there is no flexibility around the 21-day 

interval between first and second doses. It is 

essential that when making an appointment 

for your primary vaccination that you ensure 

your availability for the second dose, and make 

this appointment at the same time. 

What is the duration of immunity and when 

do booster doses need to be given? 

Booster vaccine doses will need to be 

administered either 6 monthly or yearly 

depending on the clinical trial work that is 

being conducted now. This information will 

come to hand in late February ς early March 

2013. 
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Does a vaccinated horse need to be 

microchipped? 

Yes. It is a requirement that all vaccinated 

horses are microchipped. If your horse is 

already microchipped it will not require a 

second chip. 

How do I get my horse vaccinated? 

Equivac® HeV is only available from accredited 

Veterinarians. There are over 1000 accredited 

Veterinarians in Australia who have completed 

training. Contact your local Veterinarian if you 

are interested in vaccination.  

Why is this vaccine available from Vets only? 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

regulatory body that registers Veterinary 

medications (APVMA) that has allowed the 

vaccine to come to market under a special 

permit. Only accredited Veterinarians can 

administer the vaccine. This is to ensure that 

the vaccine is handled and stored correctly, 

that only healthy horses are vaccinated, and to 

ensure that the requirements of the central 

data registry are upheld.  

Lǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ΨhǇŜƴ 

{ŜƭƭŜǊΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ future? 

No. Due to the public health benefit of this 

vaccination and the importance of a national 

registry it is not likely to become a non-

Veterinary vaccine in the future. 

What is the cost of the vaccine? 

Pricing will vary between Veterinarians and will 

depend on the number of horses and the 

location. On average the cost of the vaccine is 

not more than the cost of a shoeing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D r e s s a g e Q LD D i v i s i o n 2 ( 2 0 1 3 ) 
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DRESSAGE QUEENSLAND Division 2 - 2013 

In 2012, Dressage QLD implemented a Trial 

Scheme within our existing two  star 

competition circuit. This scheme was aimed at 

supporting our growing ranks of official riders 

in the sport. During the 2013 competition 

season, Division 2 will again be offer ed at 

number of Queensland competitions for the 

Festival of Dressage Division 2 Leader Board 

(please refer to Equestrian Qld website for 

details of competitions). Rider Divisions will 

be available at the levels of Preliminary to 

Intemediate I levels, within nominated events 

including the 2013 QLD State Championships. 

It will also incorporate a Leader Board 

Competition for Division 2 Riders. Winners 

and place getters of the Festival of Dressage 

Leader Board will be announced at the  

201201320132ressage QLD Awards Night. 

As this is a an extra award sitting within an 

official class, no dressage rules are affected. 

Please read the below criteria for rider 

eligibility.  

Rider Division 

Criteria: Riders please note that this is 

primarily self - nominating scheme. The  

anising Committee 

(OC) may  request proof of eligibility. Division 

2 include official riders who are : 

1. Current Equestrian Australia members. 

2. NOT on any current State or National, 

Senior or Junior Squad. 

3. NOT aiming for Squad Selection in the 

coming year (NB. scores from Division 2 are 

NOT considered towards squad selection for 

the coming year) 

4. Has NOT ridden at Nationals within the past 

3 years on any horse. 

5. wƛŘŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƛǎ NOT 

derived through horse training, riding or 

coaching. 

6. Rider has NOT won an overall champion or 

reserve champion at a two star or above, on 

this horse, at the level entered at this 

competition. 

7. Riders that meet the above criteria and 

wish to compete Division 2. That is, Division 2 

is NOT compulsory. |  

D r e s s a g e  Q LD D i v i s i o n 2 ( 2 0 1 3) 

*Special Consideration: 

If any individual derives his or her main source 

of income from horse training, riding or 

coaching and would consider themself a 

Division 2 Rider , please write to Dressage Qld 

commit tee to apply for consideration for an 

exemption. 

OTHER CRITERIA: 

1. A rider cannot ride both divisions at 

the one event, but CANchange 

divisionsfor future competitions. (ie 

riders are NOT classified as Division 2 

for the entire year) 

2. This scheme only applies to horses, 

and does not include ponies. (ie there 

is no divisions in pony classes) 

3. Division 2 riders compete as per 

normal in the class proper and will be 

eligible for an extra ribbon as Division 

2 place getters at the presentation 

stage of the event. 

4. The awarding of extra Division 2 

Championship prizes is at the 

discretion of individual competition 

Organising Committees. 

5. All ǊƛŘŜǊǎΩ scores will be considered 

for DQ trophies regardless of rider 

division. 



Redlands & Southern Districts Equestrian Group Inc.  (RASDEG)  P.O.Box 903, Capalaba  QLD  4157    www.rasdeg.org.au    Page 9 

 
 

6. This scheme is an OFFICIAL 

competition and it does not alter in 

any way any of the national rules . 

7. !ƭƭ ǊƛŘŜǊǎΩ percentages will be 

recorded for EA grading points. 

HOW TO ENTER: 

1. ON ENTRY FORM: if you are eligible 

and choose to compete Division 2 

then follow the instructions on the 

entry form to no tify the organisers 

that you are competing Division 2.  

2. Riders cannot change divisions after 

draw is posted, without the 

permission of the Organising 

Committee. Division 2 Leader B oard- 

Sponsored by the QLD Festival of Dressage 

1. Leader Board for each level 

(Preliminary to Intermediate I )  

2. Top 10 places get Leader Board points 

3. place each level will gain 10 points, 

2nd place each level 9 points and so 

on. 

4. Each ƭŜǾŜƭΩǎ winner at end of season 

to be awarded a prize.  

5. Will include scores from Dressage 

Queensland nominated events (Refer 

EQ Website for details)  

6. The 2013 QLD State Dressage 

Championship results may accrue 

extra points.  

7. DQ to collate results and publish on 

the DQ Website. 

QUESTIONS: Direct to Kate Wilson  - DQ Rider 

Division Liaison Email - wilsonpr@tpg.com.au 

or Dressage Qld

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  our member Helen Kolodko was top 10 div 2 Rider in elementary and Medium..  

mailto:wilsonpr@tpg.com.au
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HK's RUG REPAIRS 

NEED RUG REPAIRS DONE? or have a small hole, tear or the 

velcro has pulled off your favourite exercise boots? I'm 

available to do repairs ! Need D's sewn onto rugs or  new 

straps? No problem! Cotton, polar fleece & flag rugs only. 

Reasonably priced and quick turn around available. Are the 

rugs dirty ? No worries i also do rug washing!  Located in 

Capalaba and pick up available (extra charges). So send me a 

message and get those rugs and boots repaired! Contact 

Helen on 0402 095 854 or email far_out 22@hotmail.com 
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REDLANDS & SOUTHERN DISTRICTS EQUESTRIAN GROUP INC 

Bognor Rd, Tingalpa          ABN:  722 58401672                                                                                    

QSEC ς Special Event      Sunday 28th April 2013  

The RASDEG Management Committee are proud to offering our members the 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ v[5Ωǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƭŀǎǎ ±ŜƴǳŜ 

All classes $20.00 each ς no discounts available ς Credit slips accepted 

Outdoor Arena  

Class 1 Prep A Class 3 Novice 2A Class 5  Medium 4A 

Class 2 Prelim 1A Class 4 Elementary 3A Class 6 Advanced 5A 

Indoor Arena  
 

Class 7 Prep B Class 9 Novice 2B Class 11 Medium 4B 

Class 8 Prelim 1B Class 10 Elementary 3B Class 12 Advanced 5B 

Class 13 Freestyle 

    Event Conditions:  
DO NOT ENTER if you are not prepared to do a JOB ï This is a RIDER RUN event.   
 
There will be a 15minute FAMILIARISATION for the riders in each class PRIOR to that class (and 
limited to only those riders)  to have a ride around inside the arena before their test.  It will up to 
YOU to be ready for that time.  You can either RIDE or LEAD your horse in the arena.  
 
Day yards are available next to the indoo r arena, There are  some booked for Stallions for Yvette & 
Bec.  If you need a day yard, at the arena, contact Yvette.  
 
NO DOGs allowed at the Indoor arena complex or surrounds.  There is no catering for the day.  
Only tea and coffee and some cold drinks ava ilable.  
   
Please bring your own food for the day.  As we will be out representing our club for the day:  You 
must wear a CLUB shirt with light coloured Jods, OR  a  white Dressage shirt with sleeves.  If you 
have a problem with this condition, please contact Yvette, and see how we can get you along to 
the event.  
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Check out Local Horse magazine ς available ONLINE   www.localhorsemagazine.com  Lots of great articles and coverage of local events. 

 

 

http://www.localhorsemagazine.com/

